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Nursery: Sing counting songs 
using practical objects to support. 

Begin to say one number for each 
item in order: 1,2,3,4,5, using one 
to one correspondence.

Begin to understand that the last 
number reached when counting a 
small set of objects tells you how 
many there are in total (‘cardinal 
principle’). 

Begin to show ‘finger numbers’ up 
to 5.

Nursery: Talk about and explore 
2D shapes using informal and 
mathematical language.

Begin to play a variety of board 
games in a small group with adult 
support.

Begin to complete simple jigsaws, 
with support where needed (peg, 
pairs, multi-piece).

Colour, size and shape matching.

Explore measures through play, 
focussing on capacity, weight,  
height and length using 
descriptive and comparative 
language and non-standard units 
of measurement.

Reception (White Rose Maths - 
Digging Deeper):
Match objects.

Sort objects.
Compare amounts.

Compare size, mass and 
capacity.

Make simple patterns (ABAB).

 

Nursery:  Begin to subitise up to 
3 objects, 

Begin to recite numbers past 5.

Begin to link numerals and 
amounts.

Experiment with their own 
symbols and marks.

Begin to compare quantities: 
‘more than’, ‘fewer than’ 

Begin to understand position 

through words.

Begin to talk about and identify the 

patterns around them. 

Reception (White 
Rose Maths - 

Digging Deeper):
Representing 1,2,3.

Comparing 1,2,3.
Composition of 

1,2,3.
Circles and 
triangles.

Spatial awareness
Number 4
Number 5

One more, one 
less.

Shapes with 4 
sides.

Night and day.

Reception (White 
Rose Maths - 
Digging Deeper):
Numbers and 
composition of 9 
and 10.
Comparing 
numbers to 10.
Bonds to 10.
3D shapes.
Pattern (ABB, 
AAB, AABB, 
AABBB).

Addition and 
Subtraction 
(within 10) 

Multiplication 
and Division 

Place Value 
(within 10)

Position and 
Direction 

Fractions 

Addition 
and 
Subtraction

Mass and
Capacity
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Reception (White 
Rose Maths - 
Digging Deeper):
Introducing zero.
Comparing 
numbers to 5.
Composition of 4 
and 5.
Compare mass.
Compare capacity.
Numbers and 
composition of 6,7 
and 8.
Making pairs.
Combine 2 groups.
Length and height.
Time (ordering and 
describing events).

Shape 

Length and 
Height 

Multiplication
and 
Division

Nursery: Begin to solve real world 

mathematical problems with numbers up 

to 5.     

Talk about and explore 2D and 3D shapes 

Begin to select shapes appropriately: 
flat surfaces for building, a triangular 
prism for a roof etc.

Begin to combine shapes to make new 

ones 

Begin to discuss routes and locations.

Begin to describe a sequence of events, 

real or fictional, 

R

Y2 
Y3 

Place Value 
(within 20) 

Addition and 
Subtraction 
(within 20) 

Place Value 
(within 50) 

Mass and 
Volume  

Place Value 
(within 100) Money and 

Time 

Position and 
Direction 

Statistics  

Time  

Fractions  

Mass, 
capacity and 
temperature  

Length and 
Height 

Multiplication 
and Division 

Money 

Shape 

Addition and 
Subtraction  

Place Value 

Fractions

Place Value

Money
Length and
Perimeter

Shape

Addition 
and 
Subtraction

Length
and 

Perimeter

Multiplication
and
Division

Place
Value

Area

Fractions

Decimals

Time

Money

Properties 
of

Shape

Position and 
Direction

Statistics

Reception (White 
Rose Maths - 
Digging Deeper):
Building numbers 
beyond 10.
Counting patterns 
beyond 10.
Spatial reasoning 
1 (rotate, match, 
position).
Adding more.
Taking away.
Spatial reasoning 
2 (combining and 
separating).

Reception (White Rose 
Maths - Digging Deeper):
Doubling.
Sharing and grouping.
Even and odd.
Spatial reasoning 3 (replicate 
constructions following 
verbal instructions).
Problem solving.
Patterns and relationships 
(symmetry and ABBC 
patterns).
Spatial reasoning 4 (maps).

Y4 


